CRAMLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1897. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council,  Cramlington. 

Gentlemen, — I have  again  to  present  you  with 
my  annual  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  1897.  During  the  year  101  deaths  took 
place  in  the  district,  48  males  and  53  females. 
Calculating  the  population  at  6,300,  that  number 
of  deaths  shows  an  annual  mortality  from  all 
causes  of  16’03  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
During  1896  the  death-rate  was  16’72,  and  for  the 
year  1895  it  stood  at  16‘55  per  thousand  per 
annum.  The  average  for  the  last  3 years  is 
thus  seen  to  be  16'43,  so  that  the  annual  rate  of 
mortality  in  the  district  from  all  causes  continues 
practically  to  be  stationary.  There  have  been 
225  births  registered  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  214  in  1896  and  239  for  the  year  1895.  The 
birth-rate  for  1897  is  thus  seen  to  be  35'71 
per  thousand  of  the  population.  During  1896  a 
rate  of  35‘0  existed  and  in  1895  the  number  of 
births  were  at  the  rate  of  39'18  per  thousand  of 
the  population.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the 
last  three  years  has  thus  been  36'63  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  population.  The  different  causes 
from  which  the  101  deaths  resulted  were : — 
Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  etc.,  9 ; heart  disease,  8 ; 
phthisis,  13 ; debility  from  birth,  19 ; whooping 
cough,  1 ; diphtheria,  2 ; scarlet  fever,  1 ; typhoid 
fever,  8 ; injuries,  6 j other  causes,  34  ; total — 101. 
The  ages  at  which  the  different  deaths  took  place 
were  : — Under  1 year,  35  ; 1 and  under  5 years,  6 ; 
5 and  under  15  years,  10  ; 15  and  under  25  years, 
5 ; 25  and  under  65  years,  23 ; 65  and  upwards,  22. 
The  numbers  of  deaths  in  the  various  looaUtias  of 
the  district  were  : — Shankhouse,  22  ; Cramlington 
Village,  15  ; East  Cramlington,  34 ; West 
Cramlington,  9 ; High  Pit,  Terrace  Bow,  etc.,  12  ; 
South  Cramlin^on,  9 ; a total  of  101.  The  deaths 
occurring  in  the  different  months,  quarters,  and 
half-years  were  as  follows : — January,  7 ; T'ebruary, 
10;  March,  9 ; April,  7 ; May,  6 ; June,  8;  July, 
7 ; August,  12 ; September,  8 ; October  7 ; 
November,  12  ; December,  8.  First  quarter,  26  ; 
second  quarter,  21  ; third  quarter,  27 ; fourth 
quarter,  27 ; first  half-year,  47 ; second  half-year,  54. 
The  fatal  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  occurred 
in  the  different  localities  were : — Shankhouse : 1 
death  occurred  from  whooping  cough — a total  of 
1.  South  Cramlington  : 1 from  scarlet  fever,  1 
from  diphtheria,  and  1 from  typhoid  fever — a 
total  of  3.  East  Cramlington  : 1 from  diphtheria 
and  7 from  typhoid  fever — a total  of  8,  No  deaths 
from  infectious  disease  occurred  at  either  Cram- 
lington Villige,  West  Cramlington,  High  Pit,  or 
Terrace  Kow.  Infant  mortality  : of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  for  the  year  35  took  place  under 
12  months  of  age,  which  shows  an  infant  mortality 
from  all  causes  at  the  rate  of  5 5 per  thousand  of 
the  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  a rate 
of  6 per  thousand  during  1896.  This  mortality  is 
also  at  the  rate  of  6 28  per  thousand  of  the  births 
registered.  On  analysing  these  3o  deaths  it  is 
found  that  18  died  under  1 month,  or  rather  more 
than  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  12  died  under  6 
months,  and  5 between  6 and  12  mouths  of  age. 
The  deaths  were  attributed  to  the  following 
causes,  viz  : — Debility  from  birth,  19  ; inflamma- 
tory diseases  of  the  chest,  3 ; Marasmus  or  wasting, 
7 ; phthisis,  1 ; convulsions,  3 ; meningitis,  1 ; 
whooping  ceugh,  1 ; total,  35.  Zymotic  diseases  : 
Pour  forms  of  zymotic  or  preventible  disease  have 
existed  in  the  district  during  the  year,  viz : — 
Diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  and 
typhoid  fever. 

DIPHTHEBIA. 

Only  two  cases  of  this  disease  have  come 
under  notice,  one  at  South  Cramlington 
and  one  at  East  Cramlington,  both  of  which 
proved  fatal.  At  South  Cramlington  on  investi- 
gation at  the  place  a number  of  badly  kept 
hen  and  duck  houses  were  found  built  close  to  the 


back  doors  and  immediately  under  the  pantry 
windows,  which  consist  of  open  lattices.  At  East 
Cramlington,  in  New  Stone  Eow,  the  case  occurred 
in  a house  under  which  or  near  to  which  a drain 
passed.  The  drain  had  probably  been  interfered 
with  by  the  mining  operations  underneath.  In 
this  row  also  a large  number  of  dilapidated  hen, 
duck,  and  rabbit  houses  were  found  close  to  the 
back  doors  and  pantry  windows.  The  sinks  were 
all  placed  close  to  the  pantry  and  house  walls. 
All  these  unsanitary  arrangements  were  immedi- 
ately removed,  and  the  sinks  were  also  shifted  to 
a short  distance  from  the  houses.  These  were 
two  isolated  cases,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  disease  first  appeared  in  May  at 
South  Cramlington,  and  one  case  only  occurred 
which  proved  fatal  in  a child  of  seventeen  months. 
Two  cases  came  under  notice  at  Shankhouse  Brick 
Row  and  at  Boundary  Row  during  August.  They 
were  both  of  a mild  nature,  and  no  spread  of  the 
disease  took  place.  At  East  Cramlington  one  case 
also  appeared  at  this  time  in  Single  Junction  Row, 
and  three  cases  followed,  which  were  all  of  a mild 
character.  In  November  also  two  mild  cases 
occurred  at  High  Pit  Eow  Every  precaution  was 
taken  at  the  various  places  to  prevent  spreading  by 
isolation,  stopping  school  attendance,  and  the  free 
use  of  disinfectants.  The  disease  never  became 
epidemic,  and  had  practically  disappeared  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  Whooping  cough  has  never  been 
epidemic  among  children  during  the  year,  but  was 
the  cause  of  one  death  in  an  infant  two  months 
old  at  Shankhouse. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

This  disease  appeared  at  East  Cramlington 
during  the  month  of  January  in  Double  Junction 
Row,  and  in  February  a fatal  case  occurred.  Other 
two  cases  appeared  in  the  same  house,  and  were 
immediately  removed  to  hospital  during  the  month 
of  April.  During  May  and  June  two  cases  were 
observed  in  Single  Junction  Eow,  and  were  of  a 
favourable  nature.  In  July  one  fatal  case  occurred 
at  Old  Stone  Row.  During  the  month  of  August 
five  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  Double  Junction 
Eow  (No.  34.)  One  case  in  Single  Junction  Row, 
two  in  Herron’s  Buildings,  two  in  Old  Stone  Eow, 
two  in  West  Wood  Row,  one  at  the  shops,  which 
was  also  removed  to  the  hospital,  and  one  of  a 
very  mild  type  at  Brick  Eow,  Shankhouse  (No.  48.) 
During  September  five  cases  were  noticed,  viz., 
two  in  Single  Junction  Eow  (one  of  which  was 
removed  to  hospital),  two  in  East  Wood  Row  (one 
of  which  was  also  removed  to  hospital),  and  one  at 
South  Cramlington  which  was  fatal.  In  the  month 
of  October  also  four  eases  were  noted,  one  in  Single 
Junction  Row,  one  in  Herron’s  Buildings,  one  in 
Back  Office  Row,  and  one  in  East  Wood  Row. 
Three  cases  were  observed  during  November,  viz., 
two  in  Single  Junction  Row  and  one  of  a mild 
charajter  at  Middle  Row,  Shankhouse.  Since 
then  no  fresh  cases  have  occurred  in  the  district. 
In  all  32  cases  of  the  disease  were  noted ; 29  of 
these  being  at  East  Cramlington,  one  at  South 
ilramlington,  and  two  at  Shankhouse.  The 
mortality  was  eight,  viz.,  one  at  South  Cramling- 
ton and  seven  at  East  Cramlington.  The  cases  of 
t le  disease  were  in  many  instances  #f  a very 
sevei'e  type,  and  five  were  removed  to  the  hospital 
at  High  Pit  for  treatment.  Other  steps  were  also 
take  1 in  connection  with  the  outbreak  such  as  the 
free  use  of  disinfectants,  destruction  of  bedding 
used  by  patients,  and  the  stoppage  of  the  sale  of 
m .R  from  a dairy  where  a case  occurred,  the 
patient  being  one  of  those  treated  in  hospital. 
The  drains  also  at  East  Cramlington  were  found 
to  have  been  very  much  disarranged  in  their 
levels  by  the  mining  operations  carried 
on  at  this  place.  This,  no  doubt, 
contributed  to  the  outbreak  being  so  severe. 
These  damages  have  been  repaired  in  several 


places  and  other  precautions  adopted  which  it  is 
hoped  may  prove  sufficient  for  the  prevention  of 
any  recurrence  of  the  disease  for  some  time  at 
least. 

ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 

A total  of  twelve  deaths  have  resulted  from 
zymotic  disease  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
17  in  1896  and  27  in  1895.  The  number  for  1897 
thus  shows  a death-rate  from  this  cause  of  1'9  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  for  the 
year.  The  rate  in  1896  was  2'7  and  in  1895  4'42. 
So  that  the  average  for  the  last  3 years  is  seen  to 
be  at  the  rate  of  3 per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  per  annum.  The  present  rate  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  the  two  previous  years 
which  is  a very  satisfactory  state  of  matters, 
notwithstanding  the  comparatively  high  mortality 
from  typhoid  fever  in  the  district 
SANITARY  WORK. 

This  has  been  carried  out  very  satisfactorily 
during  the  year  and  I have  received  no  complaints 
regarding  it,  although  a more  frequent  removal  of 
the  contents  of  the  ashpits  and  privies  would  be  a 
great  sanitary  advantage.  The  new  filtering  tank 
at  East  Cramlington  has  been  connected  and  in 
full  operation  throughout  the  year  and  is  acting 
satisfactorily,  the  effluent  being  very  pure.  The 
hospital  at  High  Pit  has  been  used  with  great 
benefit  in  the  treatment  of  several  of  the  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  5 cases  having  been  admitted  and 
no  deaths  have  occurred. 

INSPECTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

I have  from  time  to  time  inspected  the  various 
parts  of  the  district  during  the  year,  especially 
where  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred, 
and  any  recommendations  I have  made  have 
received  every  attention  from  the  Council  who 
although  they  may  regret  the  existence  of  so 
much  infectious  disease  of  a serious  kind  in  the 
district  should  feel  pleased  that  the  general  and 
zymotic  mortality  are  both  so  favourable  in  such 
a district  as  this.  In  connection  with  the  pre- 
valance of  infectious  disease  I would  strongly 
recommend  the  Council  to  take  steps  for  adopting 
at  an  early  date  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
Act,  as  it  is  practically  impossible  for  any  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  reach  or  even  become  aware 
of  the  existence  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
without  such  a means  being  placed  at  his  dispoal. 
The  usual  schedules  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  appended  to  this  report. 

I am.  Gentlemen 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  ANDERSON,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Seaton  Delaval,  Feb.  7th.  1598.  (■ 


MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Cramlington  -. — All  ages,  101  ; under  1 year,  35  ; 

1 and  under  5,  6 ; 5 and  under  15,  10 ; 15  and 
under  25,  5 ; 25  and  under  65,  23  ; 65  and  up- 
wards, 22. 

MORTALITY  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES. 

Under  5 years  of  age: — Scarlatina,  1 ; diphtheria, 

2 ; whooping  cough,  1 ; phthisis,  2 ; bronchitis, 
pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  5 ; all  other  diseases,  30. 
Five  and  upwards  : — Enteric  or  typhoid  fever,  8 ; 
whooping  cough,  1 ; phthisis,  11  ; bronchitis, 
pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  4 ; heart  disease,  8 ; 
injuries,  6 ; all  other  diseases,  23. 

POPULATION  AT  ALL  AGES. 

Cramlington  : — Last  census.  5,967  ; estimated 
to  middle  of  1897,  6.300  ; registered  births,  225. 

NEW  CASES  OF  SICKNESS,  COMING  TO  THE  KNOW- 
LEDGE OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

Under  5 years  of  age : — Diphtheria,  2.  Five 
and  upwards  : — Scarlatina,  7 ; enteric  or  typhoid 
fever,  32. 


